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temporary mental or nervous disturbance. What do you
think yourself, Superintendent?"
Hanslet hesitated. " I think it's more likely that he's
suffering from a guilty conscience/' he muttered darkly.
"A fugitive from justice!" Faversham exclaimed.
" The second category, by jove! The meeting is any-
thing but unanimous. If you don't mind my saying so,
Mr. Hanslet, yours is the typical policeman's view. If
a man disappears, therefore he has committed a crime,
although it has not been discovered. * The wicked flee
when no man pursueth/ eh? But what about our host?
He hasn't given his opinion yet, I notice,"
" I prefer to reserve my judgment," replied Dr.
Priestley, thus appealed to.
" Cautious man!" Faversham exclaimed mockingly.
" But I might have guessed that was what you would
say. It's a pity though. I hoped that you would pro-
duce some startling theory that Venner had been mur-
dered for his money, and so place his disappearance in
the first category. Then all would have been represented.
Fortunately, it doesn't seem to matter to anybody what's
happened to Venner. I vote we leave him to stew in
his own juice. In any case, it's time I was going home,
I've got a heavy day in front of me to-morrow."
After his guests had gone, Dr. Priestley once more took
out the Venner dossier. He had long ago made ut> his
mind that there was some close, though at present
obscure, relation between Venner's disappearance and
his uncle's death. Anything, therefore, which concerned
Hinchliffe was worthy of addition to his notes,
To the list of dates which he had already composed
he added these items.
May ist.—Miss Venner purchases two tins of Iyer's
Vermin Killer from Pepper, chemist, Clewer Stree*.
May 4th	Ernest Venner visits his uncle at Bindon-

